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The Modern Transformation of Conflict of Laws: Reconstructing
Multilateralism in the Face of Contemporary Transnational Legal

Challenges

DING Xuan!", WANG Chenye?, ZHOU Xiqing?, YU Yilian?

(1. School of Law, Fuyang Normal University, Fuyang, Anhui 236000, China; 2. School of Fashion
Management, Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology, Chaoyang, Beijing 110105, China; 3. School of
Business, Jiangxi Institute of Fashion Technology, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330201, China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of accelerated globalization and technological revolution, conflict
of laws in private international law faces unprecedented challenges in addressing legal conflicts
emerging in cross-border antitrust, artificial intelligence (Al) infringement, foreign-related trusts,
and intellectual property. This article systematically traces the evolution of conflict of laws from
traditional unilateralism towards modern multilateralism, and provides an in-depth analysis of the
breakthrough and innovation of the "public law taboo" principle amidst the blurring boundaries
between public and private law. Through a comparative analysis of legislative practices and
landmark cases in jurisdictions such as the United States, the European Union, and Switzerland, it
reveals the significant advantages of the multilateral approach in coordinating transnational legal
conflicts and enhancing the fairness and predictability of adjudication. In response to issues such
as the fragmented legislation and pronounced unilateral tendencies in judicial practice within
China's conflict of laws system, this article proposes specific recommendations. These include
constructing antitrust conflict rules based on the "affected market" connecting factor, adopting a
"closest connection" principle for selecting the applicable law in Al infringement cases, and
refining the trust property registration system and standards for determining the extraterritorial
effect of intellectual property rights. The aim is to provide academic support and referential
pathways for the development of a private international law system with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: Private international law; Conflict of laws; Multilateralism; Antitrust; Al infringement;

Foreign-Related trusts
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